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 As the summer fades away, we 
look back on another successful 
year for the Canadian Catholic 
Historical Association (CCHA). In 
June, we gathered for our 86th 
annual conference on the campus 
of the University of British 
Columbia and heard from a wide 
array of historians, theologians, 
and archivists. We were welcomed 
to Vancouver by Dr. Peter Meehan, 
President and Vice Chancellor of 
Corpus Christi College and 
Principal and Vice Chancellor of 
St. Mark's College - the affiliated Catholic college of the 
University of British Columbia – and were made to feel at 
home on his beautiful campus. During the congress we 
continued our ongoing partnership with the Canadian 
Historical Association and the Canadian Society for 
Church History by hosting a joint session, which 
featured an engaging talk on “Ireland’s Spiritual Empire” 
from Dr. Colin Barr of the University of Aberdeen.  
 These kinds of collaborations are important to the 
CCHA, and we continue to partner with organizations 
interested in promoting Catholic history across this 
great country. We are lucky to have so many engaged 
and accomplished scholars within our membership. In 
June, we awarded the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award to 
Professor Mark G. McGowan of the University of 
Toronto for the best paper over the last two years in our 
journal Historical Studies. We also continue to support 
undergraduates in our nation’s classrooms and recently 
awarded the James F. Kenney Prize to Kenzie MacNeil 
of St. Francis Xavier University for her paper on the 
contribution of the Congregation of Notre Dame to 
Catholics in eastern Nova Scotia. 
 On a personal note, three board members, Fr 
Terrence Fay S.J, Jacqueline Gresko, and M.C. Havey 
stepped down from our executive after many years of 
dedicated service. I learned a lot from these three 
wonderful individuals and want to publicly thank them 
for their commitment to our association.
 For many years the Canadian Catholic Historical 
Association (CCHA) has published a biannual bulletin to 
keep our membership informed of events, publications 
and interesting stories about those engaged in Catholic 
history. We have decided, however, to discontinue the 
bulletin in its current form and move all these important 
updates and stories to our website. We recognize that 
some of our members will be disappointed with this 
change, but in this technical age, it makes financial and 

logistical sense.
 So, I invite you to regularly check our website for 
updates, and for information about our 87th annual 
meeting at the University of Western Ontario in June 
2020. As always, we love here to hear from our 
members, so don’t hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions.

With best wishes,

Peter Ludlow
CCHA President

NOTICE OF CCHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AND CONGRESS 2020, WESTERN 
UNIVERSITY LONDON ONTARIO,

Wed. June 3 and Thurs. June 4, 2020

Congress 2020 is being hosted by Western University 
in London, Ontario. The theme for this year’s Congress 
is “Bridging Divides: Confronting Colonialism and 
Anti-Black Racism.” Congress 2020 offers a gathering 
place on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lunaapéewak and Attawandaron 
(Neutral) peoples not far from where some of Upper 
Canada’s earliest Black refugees arrived after fleeing 
from slavery in the United States. See the Congress 
website for information on the overall congress regis-
tration and travel at www.congress2020.ca

CCHA Program Committee Members, Peter Ludlow, 
Peter Baltutis, and Rankin Sherling are working with 
local coordinator Valerie Burke. The Call for Papers for 
the CCHA Annual Conference 2020 will be on the CCHA 
website www.cchahistory.ca. Please watch the website 
for updates on the CCHA 2020 conference. Under the 
conference tab there will be a detailed conference over-
view. The deadline for proposals is 21 February 2020.
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BOOK NOTE

Thanks to Jacqueline Gresko, CCHA Retired Bulletin 
Editor for providing this note.

Mark Merlino. Roman Catholics in the qathet Region: 
The History of a Community. Powell River, B.C.: 
Baelena Books, 2019. 98 pp. 

Mark Merlino of Powell River, B.C. has written a 
remarkable history of the Catholic community in the 
south coastal region. Merlino describes how Powell 
River began in 1910 with the establishment of a pulp 
mill and the arrival of immigrant workers in the 
territory of the Tla’amin Nation. He opens his narrative 
with the beginning of the ministry of the French 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate to the 
Tla’amin and their neighbours in the 1860s. 
Merlino recognizes that his “project of writing the 
history of the community, spanning 160 years is an 
enormous undertaking.” He is inspired by “the word 
qathet [that] means working together in the Tla’amin 
language” (p.4). “Wherever possible,” he has included 
“Tla’amin words and place names for the Tla’amin, 
Klahoose and Homalco First Nations” (p.8). A map of 
places mentioned is included in the book, from the 
Vancouver area up the coast to Bute Inlet, marking 
Catholic Churches, former Churches and chapels. 
Merlino describes the 1860s—1900s Oblate Mission 
of St. Charles to the Salishan peoples of southern 
British Columbia, noting the Tla’amin role in building 
the mission. The Oblate priests traveled by canoe and 
then steamer from New Westminster and Vancouver 
up to Tlia’amin villages. They used the Chinook 
Jargon while learning the local languages. Father J. 
M. Le Jeune OMI published prayer books in Chinook 
and a Tla’amin language prayer book.  Although 
copies of the latter book did not survive, “Tla’amin 
Catholic devotional songs, such as Oh Mahleh (O 
Blessed Mary) … are still sung in Sacred Heart Church 
….” (pp.20-21). In the 1950s the Oblate priests 
continued to itinerate among the Tla’Amin, Klahoose, 
and Homalco Nation villages, making monthly visits to 
each. “During this time, lay leaders continued the old 
Tla’amin tradition of leading community worship, 
especially when there was no priest in town.” 
Non-native Catholics living or working near First 
Nations Villages joined them in worship (pp.48-49).
Merlino does not shrink from discussing the history of 
Catholics in schools as well as missions among the 
Tla’amin. The federal government only began reserve 
day schools for the Tla’amin in the 1900s, some of 
these had lay Catholic teachers and some operated 
until the 1960s. The federal government arranged for 
Oblates and the Sisters of the Child Jesus to operate 
St. Augustine’s Residential School at Sechelt from 
1912 to 1975. It was an elementary school for First 
Nations children not attending day schools. In the 
1940s the Oblates and the Sisters of St. Ann started 
high school programs at the residential schools at 
Mission and Kamloops. Some Tla’amin high school 
students went there or to North Vancouver or Sechelt.  
Until the 1950s there were few public high school 

programs outside large cities. In concluding his 
comments on residential schools Merlino quotes 
Archbishop Michael Miller’s Formal Apology to First 
Nations in 2015 “for the role the Church played in the 
federal government’s policy” that separated “children 
from their families,” and was “aimed at suppressing 
Aboriginal cultures and languages.” Archbishop Miller 
said the Archdiocese will “continue to seek ways to 
contribute to healing and education.”  (p. 23). 
Turning from the First Nations communities to the 
development of St. Joseph’s Parish in the pulp and 
paper mill town of Powell River after 1910, Merlino 
notes that many of the immigrant workers were single 
men from Italy but some married and raised families in 
the parish. The diocesan priests assigned were 
English Canadians or Europeans. Priests like Leo 
Hobson in the 1930s worked with the laity and lay 
organizations such as the Catholic Women’s League 
and Holy Name Society, to build the parish buildings 
and social services and the parish credit union (1939). 
In the 1960s as the Oblates withdrew from some 
coastal mission work, the parish acquired a mission 
boat to serve First Nations and island and coastal 
communities. From the 1950s through the 1990s the 
parish held an annual Italian language mission week 
with visiting priests from the United States. Pastoral 
and educational services for all parishioners benefited 
from three congregations of women religious. The 
Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception from 
St. John, N.B., came to Powell River in the 1930s to 
run a kindergarten, do parish visiting, and teach 
catechism. In the 1960s and 1970s the Quebec-based 
Missionary Sisters of Christ the King taught Homalco 
Nation children in the school at Church House and ran 
catechism classes. 

Back in Powell River the late 1950s coming of ferry 
transport and the growth of population led the 
archdiocese and parish to plan the new Assumption 
Church and school. They opened in 1961. The Sisters 
of Charity of the Immaculate Conception left the 
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parish as they could not provide teachers for the 
school. Six Sisters of Jesus of Nazareth came from 
Malta to staff the school. The Sisters visited the ill and 
elderly and taught catechism classes for students 
attending public schools, including Tla’min students. 
Over time lay teachers did more of the Catholic school 
teaching. The last of the Sisters retired to Malta in 
2012. In the Vatican II era lay organizations such as 
the 1960s Knights of Columbus Council at Powell 
River assisted the parish priests in serving the 
community.
[Available online from Chapters or Amazon.] The 
cover photograph for the book gives the view from 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Sliammon, 2012. I 
hope he will continue to write the history of the 
Catholic community, to expand our view of it, perhaps 
by exploring topics such as church architecture or the 
parish credit union or the parish mission boat. 

REPORT ON THE 86TH ANNUAL CCHA 
CONFERENCE, UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH 

COLUMBIA, VANCOUVER
June 5 and 6, 2019

The Canadian Catholic Historical Association’s 86th 
Annual Conference at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver, June 5 and 6, 2019 
developed the theme set by the Congress for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences, encouraging Circles 
of Conversation. CCHA members and guests began 
listening, learning and discussing June 4 as Deacon 
Rennie Nahanee led us on a pre-conference tour of 
the historic St. Paul’s Squamish Nation Church. 
 

This event was an opportunity to recognize the 
Squamish, and also the Tsleil-Waututh and the 
Musqueam First Nations for welcoming the CCHA and 

Congress attendees to their territories in the 
Vancouver region. Deacon Nahanee and Mrs. 
Nahanee joined us for dinner on June 5.  
Thanks go to Peter Ludlow, Peter Baltutis and Rankin 
Sherling, as program committee members, and Peter 
Meehan, President of St. Mark’s College, Vancouver 
and Valerie Burke as local coordinators. Although 
Father Jackman and Valerie Burke were unable to 
attend the conference their long-range planning 
supported conference activities. So did the efforts of 
staff at St. Mark’s College and Corpus Christi College. 
CCHA members appreciated the arrangements for the 
Liturgy at St. Mark’s College Chapel, for residence 
accommodation at nearby Carey Hall, and for the 
banquet at the Leon and Thea Koerner University 
Centre. 
Thanks to President CCHA President Peter Ludlow, 
who worked hard to arrange the lecture of Dr. Colin 
Barr in collaboration with the Canadian Historical 
Association (CHA)and the Canadian Society of 
Church History (CSCH).
Dr. Barr,  Senior Lecturer at the University of 
Aberdeen, presented the keynote address on June 5 - 
“Ireland's Empire: The Roman Catholic Church in 
the English-speaking World, 1829-1914.” Professor 
Barr’s address was funded by the Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences’ International 
Keynote Speaker Fund.  Professor Barr argued for the 
importance of Paul Cullen, Archbishop of Armagh 
(1849-52) and then of Dublin (1852-78) and Ireland’s 
first Roman Catholic Cardinal (1866), and his 
Hiberno-Roman network in the English-speaking 
territories of the Catholic Church. Barr argued that 
Cullen developed his influence from the years he 
spent in Rome before 1852, first as a student at the 
Urban College of the Propaganda Fide, the “Colonial 
Office” of the Catholic Church, and then as rector of 
the Irish College. Discussion linked into transnational 
themes, including comments that Prince Edward 
Island and French Canada were exceptions to 
Cullen’s network. 

Following the keynote on June 5, three scholars 
presented on “The Irish and the Scots.” Laura Smith 
spoke on “’This Bleak and Barren Looking Spot:’ The 
Burial and Commemoration of Irish Catholic Famine 
Migrants on Burlington Heights, Hamilton;” Rankin 

3

St. Paul’s Squamish Nation Catholic Church, North Vancouver.
Photo credit: Laura J. Smith.
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Sherling, on “John Campbell, Religion and the Gaelic 
Language in Atlantic Canada;” and Avram Heisler on 
Guy Fawkes Day in 1864 Toronto Revisited: Clashing 
Tactical Visions Within Toronto’s Irish-Catholic 
Community.” The conversations here raised 
questions about the received versions of Canadian 
Catholic history: Smith’s on the long-term history of 
the Irish in Hamilton, Sherling’s on John Campbell’s 
recognition at St. Francis Xavier in Nova Scotia of the 
significance of the study of Gaelic, and Heisler’s 
analysis of the hierarchy’s attitude to radical Irish 
nationalism.
In the next session “One Country, Two Catholicisms: 
The Reception of the Second Vatican Council in 
Quebec, St.-Jean-Longueuil, Toronto and London,” 
three distinguished scholars, Michael Attridge, Gilles 
Routhier and Darren Dias presented papers on their 
research project. They drew on the theology of 
reception, their knowledge of the Catholic Church in 
twentieth century and of larger social movements as 
the context for developments in Canadian dioceses. 
At the CCHA Annual General Meeting the afternoon of 
June 5, members of the CCHA welcomed Andrew 
Metzger the CCHA webmaster. Metzger gave 
members a presentation on the development of the 
website. A lively discussion followed. 
Next, Members of the CCHA gathered at St. Mark’s 
Chapel at UBC for Holy Mass for the Living and 
Deceased Members of the CCHA. Father Robert 
Allore, SJ of St. Mark’s College was the presiding 
celebrant.
The evening closed with members of the CCHA and 
guests gathering for the conference reception and 
dinner at the Leon and Thea Koerner University 
Centre. President Peter Ludlow announced that Mark 
McGowan had been awarded the Paul Bator Award 
for the best article in Historical Studies in the last two 
years. Ludlow also recognized MC Havey, Secretary, 
and Jacqueline Gresko, Editor of the Bulletin, who are 
leaving the CCHA executive.

June 6, 2019 the CCHA conference sessions and the 
circles of conversations resumed, with three fine papers 
on social questions spanning both time and space in 
Canadian Catholic history. Victoria Jackson spoke on 
“Thérèse Oionhaton among the Ursulines: Kinship and 

Conversation at the Seminary School, 1640-1642;” 
Chris Hrynkow on “Circles of Conversation and Spirals 
of Conflict: Bob Ogle’s Consistent Pro-Life Ethic, 
1978-1984;” and Terry Fay on “’Circles of 
Conversations’ to Christian Life Community: CLC 
Christian Life Communities 1960s-1970s. This session 
included lively discussion. 
The following session, “Changing Times in Canadian 
Catholic Archives,” featured speakers who have been 
active in their archival posts, MC Havey with the Sisters 
of Service in Toronto, Veronica Stienburg, with the 
Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul in Kingston, 
and Margaret Sanche with the Diocese of Saskatoon 
and the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Saskatchewan. 
These archivists, who have also been active in the 
Catholic Archivists Group, gave a rich and wide-ranging 
discussion of archival developments and concerns. The 
three speakers covered archival buildings, collections, 
policy, personnel, Sanche commented that historians 
search for the truth, archivists hold it in trust. Are we as 
CCHA members supporting archivists? The CCHA 
should have an annual archival panel. 
The afternoon of June 6 the program included two more 
panels that provided conversations on topics of wide 
interest to CCHA members. The first panel, “Struggle, 
Kinship and Class,” featured Patricia Roy analyzing 
“The Long Road to Campus: The Origins of St. Mark’s 
College,” that opened at UBC in the 1950s;” Christine 
Lei narrating “Women Religious and the History of 
Caring for Orphans and Destitute Children in Hamilton, 
Ontario, 1852-1953,” and Brian Titley discussing 
“Convent Class Struggle: Lay Sisters, Choir Sisters and 
Social Hierarchy in American Monastic Life.” This 
session linked back to the conversations following 
presentations by Colin Barr and Laura Smith as they 
embraced the hierarchy and the laity, and provoked new 
questions. For example, Patricia Roy pointed out that 
the Sisters of the Sacred Heart at one time had planned 
a women’s college in Vancouver and had sought 
affiliation with the University of British Columbia.
The last session of the 2019 CCHA conference on 
Catholic Studies Programs in Western Canada was one 
well worth waiting for. Three speakers presented: Dan 
MacLeod from St. Paul’s College, University of 
Manitoba, Peter Baltutis, from St. Mary’s University, 
Calgary, and Peter Meehan from St. Mark’s College, 
University of British Columbia. Each spoke on a different 
model for a Catholic College: St. Paul’s College is a 
Jesuit College with a Catholic Studies program, St. 
Mary’s University is a Catholic university founded in 
1986, now offering a four-year program in Social Justice 
and Catholicism, and St. Mark’s College is a college 
now developing baccalaureate programs in addition to 
graduate theological programs. Discussion with the 
audience included comments on other Catholic colleges 
in Canada, and how St. Mary’s and St. Mark’s were 
founded by lay boards rather than religious orders. Ed 
MacDonald is writing the history of the University of 
P.E.I. and Catholic Studies.

IN MEMORIAM: 
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of historical curiosity and natural storytelling. He will be 
missed. Thank you for all of your Archival Moments and 
looking back at our Newfoundland past.

Larry Dohey, archivist and researcher passed away 
August 28, 2019.  CCHA members across Canada 
remember his contributions and send our condolences 
to his family and friends in Newfoundland and Labrador. 
On the west coast Jacqueline Gresko remembers 
receiving notices from Larry Dohey of the weekly 
Archival Moments he sent out from the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of St. John’s. One moment that resonates 
with historians studying the origins of Catholic schools 
and hospitals in the West, was that of “June 3, 2010, 
Archival Moment—Mercy Sisters Arrive in 
Newfoundland.” It told how “the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Mercy was founded in Dublin, Ireland by 
Catherine McAuley on December 12, 1831. At the 
request of Bishop Michael Anthony Fleming, three Irish 
women, Frances Creedon, Ursula Rayne and Rose 
Lynch” crossed the Atlantic … to begin working as 
missionaries in Newfoundland.” They began a school for 
forty-two students at their convent on May 1, 1843. 
“from this nucleus other convents were opened 
throughout the province. Through the years the Sisters 
of Mercy were engaged primarily in the teaching and 
nursing professions. In recent years their main focus has 
been in Pastoral Ministries … in Newfoundland and 
Labrador and in Peru. For more information on the 
Mercy Congregation in Newfoundland and Labrador 
read Sister Kathrine Bellamy RSM’s, Weavers of the 
Tapestry ….”

CURRENT PUBLICATIONS FALL 2019 
compiled by Fred McEvoy

Bruno-Jofré, Rosa. The Sisters of Our Lady of Missions 
- From Ultramontane Origins to a New Cosmology 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2019.

Dahan, Michael. “From Rome to Montreal: Importing 
Relics of Catacomb Saints Through Ultramontane 
Networks, 1820-1914,” Histoire Sociale / Social History 
51, no. 104 (November 2018): 255-77. 

Giguère, Mario and Bronwyn Evans, eds. The Journal 
and Memoir of Father Léon Doucet, O.M.I., 1868-1890 
Calgary: Historical Society of Alberta, 2018.

Kupfer, Carl and David Buisseret, “Seventeenth-Century 
Jesuit Explorers’ Maps of the Great Lakes and Their 
Influence on Subsequent Cartography of the Region,” 
Journal of Jesuit Studies 6, no. 1 (March 2019): 57-70. 

Lemieux, Frédéric. “Les missionaires-colonisateurs 
‘gouvernmentaux’ entre Église et État, 1911-1936,” 
Revue d’histoire de l’Amérique française 72, 2 (Automne 
2018): 41-68. 

Laugrand, Frédéric Benjamin. “Les obstacles sur la voie 
du sacerdoce chez les Inuits du Canada, Manernaluk, 
Sikkuaq et les Oblats,” Revue d’histoire de l’Amérique 
française 72, 1 (Été 2018): 53-80. 
Mailhot, Philippe. “The Priest Who Shaped a Province,” 
Canada’s History Nov.-Dec. 2019, 20-7. 

McShea, Bronwen. Apostles of Empire: The Jesuits and 
New France Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 
2019.

Morrison, Ian A. Moments of Crisis: Religion and 
National Identity in Québec Vancouver: UBC Press, 
2019.

CANADIAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION AWARDS 2019

PAUL A. BATOR MEMORIAL AWARD

The Canadian Catholic Historical Association 
established the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award in 2001 in 
honour of Paul A. Bator, a young scholar who edited the 
CCHA Historical Studies from 1993 to 1995. It is

Larry Dohey

Mark McGowan (at podium)

 As the summer fades away, we 
look back on another successful 
year for the Canadian Catholic 
Historical Association (CCHA). In 
June, we gathered for our 86th 
annual conference on the campus 
of the University of British 
Columbia and heard from a wide 
array of historians, theologians, 
and archivists. We were welcomed 
to Vancouver by Dr. Peter Meehan, 
President and Vice Chancellor of 
Corpus Christi College and 
Principal and Vice Chancellor of 
St. Mark's College - the affiliated Catholic college of the 
University of British Columbia – and were made to feel at 
home on his beautiful campus. During the congress we 
continued our ongoing partnership with the Canadian 
Historical Association and the Canadian Society for 
Church History by hosting a joint session, which 
featured an engaging talk on “Ireland’s Spiritual Empire” 
from Dr. Colin Barr of the University of Aberdeen.  
 These kinds of collaborations are important to the 
CCHA, and we continue to partner with organizations 
interested in promoting Catholic history across this 
great country. We are lucky to have so many engaged 
and accomplished scholars within our membership. In 
June, we awarded the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award to 
Professor Mark G. McGowan of the University of 
Toronto for the best paper over the last two years in our 
journal Historical Studies. We also continue to support 
undergraduates in our nation’s classrooms and recently 
awarded the James F. Kenney Prize to Kenzie MacNeil 
of St. Francis Xavier University for her paper on the 
contribution of the Congregation of Notre Dame to 
Catholics in eastern Nova Scotia. 
 On a personal note, three board members, Fr 
Terrence Fay S.J, Jacqueline Gresko, and M.C. Havey 
stepped down from our executive after many years of 
dedicated service. I learned a lot from these three 
wonderful individuals and want to publicly thank them 
for their commitment to our association.
 For many years the Canadian Catholic Historical 
Association (CCHA) has published a biannual bulletin to 
keep our membership informed of events, publications 
and interesting stories about those engaged in Catholic 
history. We have decided, however, to discontinue the 
bulletin in its current form and move all these important 
updates and stories to our website. We recognize that 
some of our members will be disappointed with this 
change, but in this technical age, it makes financial and 

logistical sense.
 So, I invite you to regularly check our website for 
updates, and for information about our 87th annual 
meeting at the University of Western Ontario in June 
2020. As always, we love here to hear from our 
members, so don’t hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions.

With best wishes,

Peter Ludlow
CCHA President

NOTICE OF CCHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AND CONGRESS 2020, WESTERN 
UNIVERSITY LONDON ONTARIO,

Wed. June 3 and Thurs. June 4, 2020

Congress 2020 is being hosted by Western University 
in London, Ontario. The theme for this year’s Congress 
is “Bridging Divides: Confronting Colonialism and 
Anti-Black Racism.” Congress 2020 offers a gathering 
place on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lunaapéewak and Attawandaron 
(Neutral) peoples not far from where some of Upper 
Canada’s earliest Black refugees arrived after fleeing 
from slavery in the United States. See the Congress 
website for information on the overall congress regis-
tration and travel at www.congress2020.ca

CCHA Program Committee Members, Peter Ludlow, 
Peter Baltutis, and Rankin Sherling are working with 
local coordinator Valerie Burke. The Call for Papers for 
the CCHA Annual Conference 2020 will be on the CCHA 
website www.cchahistory.ca. Please watch the website 
for updates on the CCHA 2020 conference. Under the 
conference tab there will be a detailed conference over-
view. The deadline for proposals is 21 February 2020.
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awarded biennially to the author of the article judged to 
be the best one published by Historical Studies in the 
preceding two years. Articles are judged “on their 
originality and depth of research, importance to the 
historiography, and prose excellence.”

At the CCHA Vancouver conference June 5, 2019 
President Peter Ludlow presented this year’s Bator 
award to Mark McGowan of the University of Toronto for 
his article “Uncomfortable Pews: The Catholic Bishops 
and the Making of Confederation, CCHA Historical 
Studies Vol. 84 (2018). 

Fellow CCHA members are happy to note that this is the 
third time that the CCHA has presented Mark McGowan 
with the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award. He received the 
award in 2003 for “What did Michael Power Really Want: 
Questions Regarding the Origins of Catholic Separate 
Schools in Canada West, CCHA Historical Studies Vol. 
68 (2002); and in 2005 for “The Maritime Region and the 
Building of a Canadian Church. The Case of the Diocese 
of Antigonish after Confederation, CCHA Historical 
Studies, Vol. 70 (2004). Mark McGowan’s three award 
winning articles provide a fine set for discussion in 
courses on Canadian Catholic History or on the history 
of education.  

THE JAMES F. KENNEY PRIZE

The Canadian Catholic Historical Association (CCHA) 
recently awarded the 2019 James F. Kenney Prize to 
Kenzie MacNeil, a 2019 graduate of the departments of 
History and Sociology at St. Francis Xavier University. 
Named in honour of the historian, former Dominion 
Archivist of Canada and CCHA founder James F. Kenney 
(1884 – 1946), the prize is awarded for the best essay on 
any aspect of the history of Catholicism in Canada 
written in a course by an undergraduate student. Ms. 
MacNeil’s paper, “Fishers of Women: The Congregation 
of Notre Dame’s Pioneering Efforts on Female Education 
in Nova Scotia” examined the important role that 
religious congregations had in delivering education for 
Catholic women in communities like Eastern Nova 
Scotia.
CCHA President, Dr. Peter Ludlow, was very pleased 
with Ms. MacNeil’s paper and notes that this kind of 
scholarship is important in understanding how faith 
shaped all aspects of Canadian society. This paper helps 
demonstrate that “Catholic history is not merely about 
priests and bishops,” Dr. Ludlow noted “but 
encapsulates issues like gender and ethnicity that 
together construct a fascinating social history.”

St.FX History and Catholic Studies professor Dr. Barry 
MacKenzie, who nominated Ms. MacNeil for the prize, 
was delighted with the news. “The Church, through both 
men and women religious, and in the way it guided the 
actions of the laity, played an immensely important role 
in the foundation and expansion of StFX, and in the 
region more broadly,” he commented. “Generally, that 
history is not well known, and so I was especially 
pleased that Kenzie took the initiative in telling the story 
of the CND sisters at Mount St. Bernard. We need to fully 
understand these stories, and in a more nuanced way.”  

 

Dr. Barry MacKenzie, Kenzie MacNeil (2019 James F. Kenney Prize 
recipient)  and Dr. Peter Ludlow 

COAST-TO-COAST FALL 2019

Congratulations to Rosa Bruno-Jofré of Queen’s 
University, elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada, in the Humanities Division of the Academy of 
Arts and Humanities on September 10, 2019. The Royal 
Society of Canada citation for Professor Rosa 
Bruno-Jofré, Faculty of Education and Department of 
History, Queen’s University reads: “Rosa Bruno-Jofré is 
internationally acclaimed for her research into the 
history of education, the development of large 
interdisciplinary projects, and her futuristic view of 
outreach. She has contributed innovative approaches to 
the study of Catholic history (with an emphasis on the 
history of female Catholic teaching congregations and 
social Catholic thinkers), the reception of John Dewey’s 
theories, popular education and Paulo Freire, and 
extensive analysis of Ivan Illich.”

Congratulations to the Editor Edward MacDonald and 
the Interim Associate Editor Rankin Sherling, and their 
team on the publication of the Canadian Catholic 
Historical Association Historical Studies 2019 
Volume 85. It is great to see how the articles range over 
time and place as well as historiographical debates. 
Those who are thinking about writing a centennial 
history of the CCHA might compare the articles in the 
first volume with the set of articles in the eighty-fifth 
volume. The authors and titles are:

Robert H. Dennis, “Faith on the Prairies: Social 
Catholics and the CCF in the Generation Before Vatican 
II.” 

Terence Murphy, “Bermuda Triangle: Propaganda Fide, 
the Archdiocese of Halifax, and the British Government: 
1836-1863.”

Rosa Bruno-Jofré

 As the summer fades away, we 
look back on another successful 
year for the Canadian Catholic 
Historical Association (CCHA). In 
June, we gathered for our 86th 
annual conference on the campus 
of the University of British 
Columbia and heard from a wide 
array of historians, theologians, 
and archivists. We were welcomed 
to Vancouver by Dr. Peter Meehan, 
President and Vice Chancellor of 
Corpus Christi College and 
Principal and Vice Chancellor of 
St. Mark's College - the affiliated Catholic college of the 
University of British Columbia – and were made to feel at 
home on his beautiful campus. During the congress we 
continued our ongoing partnership with the Canadian 
Historical Association and the Canadian Society for 
Church History by hosting a joint session, which 
featured an engaging talk on “Ireland’s Spiritual Empire” 
from Dr. Colin Barr of the University of Aberdeen.  
 These kinds of collaborations are important to the 
CCHA, and we continue to partner with organizations 
interested in promoting Catholic history across this 
great country. We are lucky to have so many engaged 
and accomplished scholars within our membership. In 
June, we awarded the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award to 
Professor Mark G. McGowan of the University of 
Toronto for the best paper over the last two years in our 
journal Historical Studies. We also continue to support 
undergraduates in our nation’s classrooms and recently 
awarded the James F. Kenney Prize to Kenzie MacNeil 
of St. Francis Xavier University for her paper on the 
contribution of the Congregation of Notre Dame to 
Catholics in eastern Nova Scotia. 
 On a personal note, three board members, Fr 
Terrence Fay S.J, Jacqueline Gresko, and M.C. Havey 
stepped down from our executive after many years of 
dedicated service. I learned a lot from these three 
wonderful individuals and want to publicly thank them 
for their commitment to our association.
 For many years the Canadian Catholic Historical 
Association (CCHA) has published a biannual bulletin to 
keep our membership informed of events, publications 
and interesting stories about those engaged in Catholic 
history. We have decided, however, to discontinue the 
bulletin in its current form and move all these important 
updates and stories to our website. We recognize that 
some of our members will be disappointed with this 
change, but in this technical age, it makes financial and 

logistical sense.
 So, I invite you to regularly check our website for 
updates, and for information about our 87th annual 
meeting at the University of Western Ontario in June 
2020. As always, we love here to hear from our 
members, so don’t hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions.

With best wishes,

Peter Ludlow
CCHA President

NOTICE OF CCHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AND CONGRESS 2020, WESTERN 
UNIVERSITY LONDON ONTARIO,

Wed. June 3 and Thurs. June 4, 2020

Congress 2020 is being hosted by Western University 
in London, Ontario. The theme for this year’s Congress 
is “Bridging Divides: Confronting Colonialism and 
Anti-Black Racism.” Congress 2020 offers a gathering 
place on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lunaapéewak and Attawandaron 
(Neutral) peoples not far from where some of Upper 
Canada’s earliest Black refugees arrived after fleeing 
from slavery in the United States. See the Congress 
website for information on the overall congress regis-
tration and travel at www.congress2020.ca

CCHA Program Committee Members, Peter Ludlow, 
Peter Baltutis, and Rankin Sherling are working with 
local coordinator Valerie Burke. The Call for Papers for 
the CCHA Annual Conference 2020 will be on the CCHA 
website www.cchahistory.ca. Please watch the website 
for updates on the CCHA 2020 conference. Under the 
conference tab there will be a detailed conference over-
view. The deadline for proposals is 21 February 2020.
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Rosa Bruno-Jofré, “Encountering social change at a 
time of rapid radicalization of the national Church: The 
Missionary Oblate Sisters in Brazil.”

Christine Gervais and Shanisse Kleuskens, “Beyond 
their Mission: Solidarity, Activism and Resistance 
Among Ontario-based Women Religious Serving in Latin 
America.”

Terence J. Fay SJ, “Bringing People together: John 
Veltri, Retreat Renewal, and International Outreach.”

From Active History, the Canadian Historical 
Association, came this blog post June 6, 2019. Harold 
Skaarup wrote on “Remembering a Military 
Chaplain: Major R.M. Hickey, MC.” This post was one 
of several marking the 75th anniversary of D-Day and 
the end of the Second World War. It concerns Raymond 
Myles Hickey, chaplain to the New Brunswick North 
Shore Regiment during World War II. Major Harold 
Skaarup is a retired Canadian Army Intelligence officer. 
Reading his post reminds us of Duff Crerar’s “In the 
Day of Battle: Canadian Catholic Chaplains in the Field 
1885-1945,” CCHA Historical Studies Vol. 61 (1995). 
Crerar begins his article with Father R.M. Hickey’s 
account of his first hour on Juno Beach with the men of 
the North Shore Regiment. 
Thanks to the BC Catholic and the Toronto Catholic 
Register for “The Canadian Catholic Traveller,” articles 
on “interesting spots across Canada to visit this summer 
that are linked to the history and heritage of 
Catholicism,” printed in the BC Catholic July 8 and 15, 
2019. An interactive map is available at 
catholicregister.org. The first article suggested western 
and northern sites and the second, sites in the eastern 
provinces. The first article includes a comment from Fr. 
Terence Fay SJ, Canadian Catholic historian: “We’re a 
very Catholic country and a lot of people who go to 
church don’t know that.” He suggested the journalists 
produce “at least four articles because we have a long, 
rich history.” Although it would be easy to agree with 
that statement, the selection of sites is interesting and 
includes the Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto at the Fraser 
River Heritage Park and the Benedictine Westminster 
Abbey at Mission, B.C., visited by a CCHA 2008 
conference field trip; and the St. Michael’s Catholic 
Basilica in Toronto visited by the CCHA 2017 conference 
field trip. Check the lists on the interactive map and 
think about making suggestions for an article next year. 
From Queen’s University Rosa Bruno-Jofré sent a list 
of her recent publications including a recent edited 
volume, Educationalization and its Complexities: 
Religion, Politics and Technology (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press), which included chapters related to the 
Canadian Catholic Historical Association:

Rosa Bruno-Jofré, “Catholicism and Educationalization,” 
and “Problematizing Educationalization.”

Elizabeth M. Smyth, “Educationalization of the Modern 
World: The Case of the Loretto Sisters in British North 
America.”

Heidi MacDonald, “New Educational Approaches of 
Women Religious in the Global South, 1968--1980.”

Joseph Stafford, “The Educationalization Process and 
the Roman Catholic Church in North America during the 
Long Nineteenth Century.” 

When Elizabeth Smyth completed her term as 
Vice-Dean, Programs at the School of Graduate Studies 
at the University of Toronto in 2018, her colleagues 
“honoured her decade-long contribution with a 
personalized paving stone to be placed outside 
Convocation Hall.” The University of Toronto Landmark 
Project in published an account of the honour and told 
how Elizabeth Smyth in turn is celebrating family, history 
and community with a landmark project bench. Smyth 
has been part of the U of T community for more than 40 
years. “Starting as a Bachelor of Education student … in 
the late 1970s, and going on to earn an EdD in 1990, she 
joined the OISE faculty in 1989 and is currently 
Professor of Curriculum Teaching and Learning. Now, 
“inspired by her colleagues’ generosity” and plans for 
the transformation of the campus, “Smyth has chosen 
to donate a personalized Landmark Project bench that 
will be situated on Front Campus.” Smyth will 
“commemorate her family’s multi-generational 
connection to the U of T by naming her bench after two 
sides of her family.” In doing so she will honour her Irish, 
“but also … memorialize the contribution that 
immigrants make to the University.”

At the 99th annual convention of the Catholic Women’s 
League in Calgary in August 2019, delegates enjoyed a 
presentation by Professor Peter Baltutis of St. Mary’s 
University. He spoke on “Living Laudato Si: Practical 
Tools on How We Can Care for Our Common Home,” 
linked to the theme of the conference, “Care for our 
Common Home.” Professor Baltutis also gave a tour of 
the St. Mary’s campus including its historic background.

Thanks to Borealia, the Early Canadian History blog 
for giving Canadian Catholic Historical Association June 
5 and 6 sessions publicity before Congress in their Early 
Canada at Congress preview. Sessions highlighted 
included the CCHA keynote address by Colin Barr, 
“Ireland’s Empire: The Roman Catholic Church in the 
English-speaking World, 1829—1914.” The Irish and 
Scots panel would feature presentations by Borealia 
editor Laura J. Smith on the burial of Irish famine 
migrants in Burlington Heights and Avram Heisler on 

Canadian Catholic Historical Association members attended the 
Conference on the History of Women Religious at St. Mary’s College, 

University of Notre Dame, June 23—25, 2019.
Left to right: Alison More, MC Havey, Elizabeth Smyth, Jacqueline 

Gresko, Rosa Bruno-Jofré, and Linda Wicks.

 As the summer fades away, we 
look back on another successful 
year for the Canadian Catholic 
Historical Association (CCHA). In 
June, we gathered for our 86th 
annual conference on the campus 
of the University of British 
Columbia and heard from a wide 
array of historians, theologians, 
and archivists. We were welcomed 
to Vancouver by Dr. Peter Meehan, 
President and Vice Chancellor of 
Corpus Christi College and 
Principal and Vice Chancellor of 
St. Mark's College - the affiliated Catholic college of the 
University of British Columbia – and were made to feel at 
home on his beautiful campus. During the congress we 
continued our ongoing partnership with the Canadian 
Historical Association and the Canadian Society for 
Church History by hosting a joint session, which 
featured an engaging talk on “Ireland’s Spiritual Empire” 
from Dr. Colin Barr of the University of Aberdeen.  
 These kinds of collaborations are important to the 
CCHA, and we continue to partner with organizations 
interested in promoting Catholic history across this 
great country. We are lucky to have so many engaged 
and accomplished scholars within our membership. In 
June, we awarded the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award to 
Professor Mark G. McGowan of the University of 
Toronto for the best paper over the last two years in our 
journal Historical Studies. We also continue to support 
undergraduates in our nation’s classrooms and recently 
awarded the James F. Kenney Prize to Kenzie MacNeil 
of St. Francis Xavier University for her paper on the 
contribution of the Congregation of Notre Dame to 
Catholics in eastern Nova Scotia. 
 On a personal note, three board members, Fr 
Terrence Fay S.J, Jacqueline Gresko, and M.C. Havey 
stepped down from our executive after many years of 
dedicated service. I learned a lot from these three 
wonderful individuals and want to publicly thank them 
for their commitment to our association.
 For many years the Canadian Catholic Historical 
Association (CCHA) has published a biannual bulletin to 
keep our membership informed of events, publications 
and interesting stories about those engaged in Catholic 
history. We have decided, however, to discontinue the 
bulletin in its current form and move all these important 
updates and stories to our website. We recognize that 
some of our members will be disappointed with this 
change, but in this technical age, it makes financial and 

logistical sense.
 So, I invite you to regularly check our website for 
updates, and for information about our 87th annual 
meeting at the University of Western Ontario in June 
2020. As always, we love here to hear from our 
members, so don’t hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions.

With best wishes,

Peter Ludlow
CCHA President

NOTICE OF CCHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AND CONGRESS 2020, WESTERN 
UNIVERSITY LONDON ONTARIO,

Wed. June 3 and Thurs. June 4, 2020

Congress 2020 is being hosted by Western University 
in London, Ontario. The theme for this year’s Congress 
is “Bridging Divides: Confronting Colonialism and 
Anti-Black Racism.” Congress 2020 offers a gathering 
place on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lunaapéewak and Attawandaron 
(Neutral) peoples not far from where some of Upper 
Canada’s earliest Black refugees arrived after fleeing 
from slavery in the United States. See the Congress 
website for information on the overall congress regis-
tration and travel at www.congress2020.ca

CCHA Program Committee Members, Peter Ludlow, 
Peter Baltutis, and Rankin Sherling are working with 
local coordinator Valerie Burke. The Call for Papers for 
the CCHA Annual Conference 2020 will be on the CCHA 
website www.cchahistory.ca. Please watch the website 
for updates on the CCHA 2020 conference. Under the 
conference tab there will be a detailed conference over-
view. The deadline for proposals is 21 February 2020.
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Guy Fawkes Day 1866 in Toronto Revisited. In June 6 
sessions Victoria Jackson would speak on Thérèse 
Oionhaton at the Ursuline Seminary School, 1640-1642; 
and Christine Lei on Women Religious Caring for 
Orphans and Destitute Children in Hamilton, Ontario, 
1852-1953. 

Archive News

It has been an exciting year for the Franciscan 
Archives of Western Canada. In addition to the launch 
of our online archives database, we have also received a 
grant from the Academy of American Franciscan History 
for the preservation and digitization of photographs and 
audiovisual materials in our holdings. This year, we also 
started writing historical blog posts and sharing records 
from the Archives in the section "Our Stories, Nos 
Histoires" of the Franciscan blog. We hope to be able to 
promote awareness and provide greater access to the 
Archives through these projects.

The Church of the Good Thief in Portsmouth Village, in 
Kingston, Ontario will be repurposed as an archival 
home for the Archdiocese of Kingston, the Sisters of 
Providence of St. Vincent de Paul, the Religious 
Hospitallers of St. Joseph and the Anglican Diocese 
of Ontario. Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul 
Archivist and CCHA Secretary, Veronica Stienburg, 
explains: “Many religious orders that are facing 
decreasing memberships and uncertain futures are 
merging their archives or looking for permanent homes 
for their archives. We hope this project will be
trendsetting as an ecumenical archives project that 
relies heavily on partnerships of likeminded institutions. 
I believe partnerships are key to the future of religious 
archives, as more and more institutions face decreasing 
numbers and resources.”

This fall the Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de 
Paul will donate the equipment, tools, and furniture from 
their historic print shop to Carleton University in Ottawa. 
The Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul ran a 
print shop in Kingston from 1898 to 1989. After it closed, 
the print shop remained as it was with all the presses in 
place, until it was restored and reopened as a museum 
in 1999. The Printing Room Museum is located in the 
basement of the Chapel at Providence Manor 
(historically known as the House of Providence) in 
downtown Kingston. However, plans to transform 
Providence Manor into Providence Village in the coming 
years, would mean an eventual closure for the museum. 
The opportunity recently arose for the print shop 
materials to move to Carleton.

Providence Manor is currently a long-term care home 
run by Providence Care and is in the process of planning 
a new building in Providence Village on the Providence 
Motherhouse grounds. When Providence Manor moves 

In the next few years the museum would be forced to 
close and new homes found for the equipment at that 
time.

 

The Carleton University Library and the Department of 
English Language and Literature are collaborating to 
establish a Books Arts Laboratory. It will be an 
experiential learning lab that will have exhibition space, 
active printing space and teaching space. The Lab will 
be located in the Carleton Library. This is the perfect 
opportunity for the congregation to pass on their 
printing legacy, where the craft of printing will be actively 
taught to students, and the Sisters’ printing history will 
be preserved through Carleton’s use of the equipment 
and tools, in exhibitions and in their archives, as well as 
in our own archives. 

The Archivists Pencil: “Director’s Cut: Microfilm is 
the Reel Deal” August 16, 2019, Gillian Hearns, 
Director of Archives and Privacy Officer, Archives of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto.
http://archives-archtoronto.blogspot.com/2019/08/directors-
cut-microfilm-is-reel-deal.html

This post resonates with CCHA members teaching 
undergraduate History students in 2019. Students ask 
what microfilm is and why we need it as most records 
are digitized now, aren’t they?

Gillian Hearns writes in “Director’s Cut: Microfilm is the 
Reel Deal,” that when she “started working at ARCAT, 
one of the first collections [she] really had to under-
stand and be able to use was the Parish Sacramental 
Records on microfilm. This resource contains the infor-
mation needed to answer the most commonly asked 
questions received by [her] office.” Since 1964, the 
Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, First Communion 
and Death records of each parish in the Archdiocese 
have been microfilmed, and since 1993 updates made 
on a five-year cyclical microfilm program. “The Parish 
Sacramental Records Microfilm Program ensures that 
the Archdiocese of Toronto is maintaining a backup 
copy of our most vital records.” The rest of the article 
explains why the Archdiocese uses microfilm technol-
ogy “given digital solutions available. The answers are 
simple: digital records are even more fragile than the 
original handwritten registers, and technology is 
constantly changing.” The aim of the program “is to 
create a backup copy of our organization’s most vital 
records, so the copy needs to be … as stable and 
viable in the long term as the original.” Furthermore, 
microfilm can be digitized and some dioceses “create 
both a microfilm copy of the sacramental records as 
the vital records backup and digital images for simplic-
ity of access ….”

The Church of the Good Thief, Portsmouth Village

 As the summer fades away, we 
look back on another successful 
year for the Canadian Catholic 
Historical Association (CCHA). In 
June, we gathered for our 86th 
annual conference on the campus 
of the University of British 
Columbia and heard from a wide 
array of historians, theologians, 
and archivists. We were welcomed 
to Vancouver by Dr. Peter Meehan, 
President and Vice Chancellor of 
Corpus Christi College and 
Principal and Vice Chancellor of 
St. Mark's College - the affiliated Catholic college of the 
University of British Columbia – and were made to feel at 
home on his beautiful campus. During the congress we 
continued our ongoing partnership with the Canadian 
Historical Association and the Canadian Society for 
Church History by hosting a joint session, which 
featured an engaging talk on “Ireland’s Spiritual Empire” 
from Dr. Colin Barr of the University of Aberdeen.  
 These kinds of collaborations are important to the 
CCHA, and we continue to partner with organizations 
interested in promoting Catholic history across this 
great country. We are lucky to have so many engaged 
and accomplished scholars within our membership. In 
June, we awarded the Paul A. Bator Memorial Award to 
Professor Mark G. McGowan of the University of 
Toronto for the best paper over the last two years in our 
journal Historical Studies. We also continue to support 
undergraduates in our nation’s classrooms and recently 
awarded the James F. Kenney Prize to Kenzie MacNeil 
of St. Francis Xavier University for her paper on the 
contribution of the Congregation of Notre Dame to 
Catholics in eastern Nova Scotia. 
 On a personal note, three board members, Fr 
Terrence Fay S.J, Jacqueline Gresko, and M.C. Havey 
stepped down from our executive after many years of 
dedicated service. I learned a lot from these three 
wonderful individuals and want to publicly thank them 
for their commitment to our association.
 For many years the Canadian Catholic Historical 
Association (CCHA) has published a biannual bulletin to 
keep our membership informed of events, publications 
and interesting stories about those engaged in Catholic 
history. We have decided, however, to discontinue the 
bulletin in its current form and move all these important 
updates and stories to our website. We recognize that 
some of our members will be disappointed with this 
change, but in this technical age, it makes financial and 

logistical sense.
 So, I invite you to regularly check our website for 
updates, and for information about our 87th annual 
meeting at the University of Western Ontario in June 
2020. As always, we love here to hear from our 
members, so don’t hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions.

With best wishes,

Peter Ludlow
CCHA President

NOTICE OF CCHA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AND CONGRESS 2020, WESTERN 
UNIVERSITY LONDON ONTARIO,

Wed. June 3 and Thurs. June 4, 2020

Congress 2020 is being hosted by Western University 
in London, Ontario. The theme for this year’s Congress 
is “Bridging Divides: Confronting Colonialism and 
Anti-Black Racism.” Congress 2020 offers a gathering 
place on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lunaapéewak and Attawandaron 
(Neutral) peoples not far from where some of Upper 
Canada’s earliest Black refugees arrived after fleeing 
from slavery in the United States. See the Congress 
website for information on the overall congress regis-
tration and travel at www.congress2020.ca

CCHA Program Committee Members, Peter Ludlow, 
Peter Baltutis, and Rankin Sherling are working with 
local coordinator Valerie Burke. The Call for Papers for 
the CCHA Annual Conference 2020 will be on the CCHA 
website www.cchahistory.ca. Please watch the website 
for updates on the CCHA 2020 conference. Under the 
conference tab there will be a detailed conference over-
view. The deadline for proposals is 21 February 2020.
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Ian Milligan, “Historians’ archival research looks 
quite different in the digital age,” August 19, 2019, 
The Conversation
https://theconversation.com/historians-archival-research-
looks-quite-different-in-the-digital-age-121096

Milligan’s article on The Conversation was recom-
mended by the Federation for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences Communique. Milligan’s message is that “Our 
society’s historical record is undergoing a dramatic 
transformation,” as we communicate by email, social 
media or web publishing. The American National 
Archives “will no longer take records in paper form after 
December 31, 2022.” Traditional archival research 
involved physically searching paper records; today it 
involves “reading them on a screen.” As Milligan argues 
in his book History in the Age of Abundance, “digitized 
sources present extraordinary opportunities as well as 
daunting challenges for historians.” Historians need to 
be trained on how to research digital records including 
consideration of ethical challenges. Read Milligan’s 
article particularly the sections on digital literacy and 
“Deep fake vs. history.” Canadian Catholic historians 
might think about archival records on Catholics and 
particularly archival records and images of men and 
women religious in collections related to Indigenous 
Peoples or schools.

The CCHA 2020 Conference Program Committee 
should consider inviting Gillian Hearns from ARCAT, and 
Ian Milligan from the research team at the University of 
Waterloo and York University, collaborating on the 
Archives Unleashed Project, to discuss continuity and 
change in archival research.

NOTE TO MEMBERS: 

CCHA Members: Are you Authors? Please send your 
book information so that we can promote your work on the 
CCHA website to Fred McEvoy (fmcevoy17@gmail.com)

CCHA Members - new book release! The CCHA website 
is a perfect opportunity to promote the hard work of our 
members.  Have you published recently? Let's get it on 
our website.  Forward your information to  
valerieburke@cchahistory.ca in the following format: 
Author, Title (publishing information and date) with a 
brief outline of the book direction. If you have a website 
please also submit it. 

NEW MEMBERS’ CORNER: 
INTRODUCTION AND INVITATION

At the November 12, 2018 CCHA Executive Meeting it 
was suggested that the CCHA Fall 2018 Bulletin should 
include a new section, “A New Members’ Corner,” 
where new members could introduce themselves and 
their research interests as a way of connecting with 
scholars with similar interests.

If new or old members would like to introduce themselves 
in the New Members’ Corner please send submissions 

[50 to 100 word limit] for the website New Members 
Corner section to valerieburke@cchahistory.ca 

CCHA ON     TWITTER

Peter Ludlow, CCHA President, coordinates a       
    Twitter account for the CCHA (@cchahistory). You 
can find a direct Twitter feed on our website 
cchahistory.ca. Thank you to all who tweeted from the 
2019 CCHA Conference in Vancouver in 2019.

CONFERENCE NOTICES

The Canadian History of Education Association 
conference will meet October 22-25, 2020 in Victoria, 
BC. Check the association website for details. 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK:  

This is our final printed CCHA Bulletin. We greatly 
acknowledge the vision and hard work of our past editors, 
Mark McGowan, Terence Fay, and Jacqueline Gresko. 

Special thanks to Katie Gemmell, UBC, for her work on 
editing the autumn 2019 bulletin.

As mentioned earlier by our President, Peter Ludlow, we 
have been considering an online version of the CCHA 
Bulletin for some time now for a variety of reasons.  Firstly, 
the escalating costs of printing, organizing, and finally 
mailing out the bulletin will end.  Several thousands of 
dollars saved from this process will now be used towards 
the CCHA website.  Secondly, the online version will allow 
us to keep articles current and report on the successes of 
our members at the same speed of Twitter - as they say, in 
real time!  We are recording history, after all, and history 
has been electronically saved since I first began my own 
school years. 

For some of our elder members who are not online, we 
hope that you will contact the office if there is anything you 
need to help you stay in touch with the CCHA.  It was you 
who helped build this wonderful association and we 
intend to keep you in the loop.  Feel free to call me anytime 
- especially if there is an item of news you would like to 
share in the "Coast to Coast" - we care to know.

So, there are no longer any deadlines for the CCHA Bulle-
tin.  Please submit anytime and directly to 
valerieburke@cchahistory.ca, or to anyone on the Execu-
tive or tweet your news to @CCHAhistory.

See you online or at the next conference, in London, 
Ontario - Wednesday June 3 - Thursday June 4, 2020! 

Valerie Burke
CCHA Administrative Assistant, Membership Director, 
Website Liaison
www.cchahistory.ca 
705-795-9754 
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2018 - 2020 CCHA Executive
From Left to Right: Back Row: Peter Ludlow, Valerie Burke, Rankin 

Sherling, Peter Baltutis
Front Row: Veronica Stienburg, Mark McGowan, Laura Smith, 

Edward Jackman

CANADIAN CATHOLIC
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

81 St. Mary Street, Toronto ON  M5S 1J4
Membership Inquiry: 905 893-9754

Valerie Burke, CCHA Office
Twitter: @ValerieCCHA

valerieburke@cchahistory.ca

2018—2020 Executive 

President-General, 
Dr. Peter E. Baltutis, St. Mary’s University, Calgary
Peter.Baltutis@stmu.ca

President, 
Dr. Peter Ludlow, St. Francis Xavier University
pludlow@cchahistory.ca
Twitter: @PLudlowhistory

Vice- President, 
Dr. Rankin Sherling 
rsherling@gmail.com 

Secretary-General, 
Rev. Edward Jackman, OP
revedjackman@rogers.com

Secretary, 
Veronica Stienburg, 
archives@providence.ca 

Treasurer, 
Dr. Mark McGowan
mark.mcgowan@utoronto.ca 

Member-at-Large, 
Dr. Laura J. Smith
smith.laura@gmail.com
Twitter: @l4smith

Editor of Historical Studies
Dr. G. Edward MacDonald, UPEI
gemacdonald@upei.ca

Book Reviews, Historical Studies
Fred J. McEvoy 
fmcevoy17@gmail.com   

Editor of the CCHA Bulletin
Jacqueline Gresko, Retired

Current Publications, CCHA Bulletin
Fred J. McEvoy
fmcevoy17@gmail.com 
 
Présidente for the French Section of CCHA (SCHEC): 
Dominique Marquis
Département d’Histoire, UQAM
Website: www.schec.cieq.ca

The Canadian Catholic Historical Association would 
like to acknowledge the generous support of the Jack-
man Foundation and our personal benefactors of 2019. 
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The Canadian Catholic Historical Association

c/o St. Michael’s College
81 St. Mary Street, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1J4

Contact Details:
Website:  www.cchahistory.ca

     @cchahistory
Membership and Office Inquiries:

Valerie Burke
905-893-9754 (Office)

705-795-9754 (Valerie’s Cell - Preferred)
valerieburke@cchahistory.ca

CONGRESS 2020
WESTERN UNIVERSITY, LONDON, ONTARIO

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 TO THURSDAY, JUNE 4
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